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The Mark 

Is the primitive free and self-governed village com- 
munity, owning in common the land they till, which certain 
writers supposed to have characterized the beginnings of 
English and German social development. This theory, after 
profoundly affecting the writers of English and even of 
American institutional history, and becoming a commonplace 
alike with economists and socialists, has recently been seriously 
called in question. 

In this volume Mr. Bryan presents a sketch of the his- 
tory of the theory during the past forty years, and summarizes 
and criticises the discussions that have arisen. 

The Immense Influence 

Which the acceptance of the Mark theory must have, 
not only on economic thought, but also on practical legislation, 
though probably not foreseen by those who promulgated it, 
yet cannot but be apparent upon careful consideration. 
Already the advocates of state ownership of land look upon it 
as affording that very necessary support to their scheme — an 
historical basis. At no distant day it may play a yet more 
important part in practical politics. It is this consideration 
which lifts the matter out of the region of mere antiquarian, or 
even theoretic interest, and places it within the range of those 
subjects upon which the intelligent reader wishes to be informed. 

The book will appeal especially, of course, to those 

who are interested in any of those sociological questions which 
are connected with the history of land-holding, as well as to 
teachers and students of history and economics. 
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